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. AUROVILLE CHARTER

1. Auroville belongs to nobody in particular.
Auroville belongs to humanity as a whole.
But to live in Auroville
one must be the willing servitor
of the Divine Consciousness.

2. Auroville will be the place
of an unending education,
of constant progress,
and a youth that never ages.

3. Auroville wants to be the bridge
between the past and the future.
Taking advantage of all discoveries
from without and from within, Auroville
will boldly spring towards future realisations.

4. Auroville will be a site
of material and spiritual researches

for a living embodiment of an actual human unity.

28 February 1968
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2. THE DIVINE WORKER

The heavens beyond are great and wonderful, but greater and
more wonderful are the heavens within you. It is these Edens

that await the divine worker.
Sri Aurobindo, CWSA
(Complete Works of Sri Aurobindo), volume 12, p. 353-354

Auroville is created to realise the ideal of Sri Aurobindo who
taught us the Karma Yoga. Auroville is for those who want to do
the Yoga of work. To live in Auroville means to do the Yoga of
work. So all Aurovilians must take up a work and do it as Yoga.

Blessings.
The Mother, 27 March 1973
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3. TOWARDS THE TRUTH

Sri Aurobindo considers the message of the Gita to be the basis of
the great spiritual movement which has led and will lead humanity
more and more to its liberation, that is to say, to its escape from
falsehood and ignorance, towards the truth. From the time of its
first appearance, the Gita has had an immense spiritual action; but
with the new interpretation that Sri Aurobindo has given to it, its
influence has increased considerably and has become decisive.

The Mother, On Thoughts and Aphorisms
CWM (Collected Works of the Mother), volume 10, p. 63
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4. KARMA YOGA

Thou hast a right to action, but only to action, not to its fruits; let
not the fruits of thy works be thy motive neither let there be in
thee any attachment to inactivity. Gita 11 47

Fixed in Yoga do thy actions, having abandoned attachment,
having become equal in failure and success, O Dhananjaya, for it
is equality that is meant by Yoga. Gita II 48

One whose intelligence has attained to Union, cast away from
him even here both good doing and evil doing; therefore strive to

be in Yoga; Yoga is skill in works. Gita I 50
Bhagavad Gita

3. J}RiFEAHE(Dhananjaya): MV, B ERE (BEED Z) hRTSRIF(Aruna) 57K .
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Limit not sacrifice to the giving up of earthly goods or the denial
of some desires and yearnings, but let every thought and every
work and every enjoyment be an offering to God within thee. Let
thy steps walk in thy Lord, let thy sleep and waking be a sacrifice
to Krishna. Sri Aurobindo, CWM, volume 10, p. 315

4. FEHAY(Krishna): HBRM, SR HICTEIEE LR (EEI2%% £ ) (Mahabharata), 7E
CHEANFEER) (Bhagavad Gita)HH B FRA e T ERG Bl FR 2201980 B B i o B K
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5. AT THE SERVICE OF THE DIVINE

By disinterested work is usually meant work done for the sake of
the work or for the sake of others without asking for return,
reward or personal fruit or recompense; but in Yoga it means
desireless work done for the Divine as an offering without
condition or claim—only because it is the Divine’s Will or out of
love for the Divine.

Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, volume 29, p. 231
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When we say, “We are at the service of the Divine”, it is not just
words. It is He who should act through us, not we ourselves. The
greatest objection is: How can we know the divine Will? But as a
matter of fact, I tell you: if you sincerely renounce your personal
will, you will know.

The Mother - 12" Aspiration Talk, 26 May 1970
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6. THE SCIENCE. OF LIVING

To know oneself and to control oneself

An aimless life is always a miserable life. Every one of you
should have an aim. But do not forget that on the quality of your
aim will depend the quality of your life.

Your aim should be high and wide, generous and disinterested;
this will make your life precious to yourself and to others.

But whatever your ideal, it cannot be perfectly realised unless
you have realised perfection in yourself.

Collected Works of the Mother, volume 12, p. 3
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7. UNENDING EDUCATION

Life on earth is essentially a field for progress; how short life is
for all the progress we have to make!
To waste time seeking the gratification of one’s petty desires is
sheer folly. True happiness can be attained only by finding the
Divine.

Mother’s Agenda - 23 February 1972

Education to be complete must have five principal aspects
corresponding to the five principal activities of the human being:
the physical, the vital, the mental, the psychic and the spiritual.
Usually, these phases of education follow chronologically the
growth of the individual; this, however, does not mean that one
of them should replace another, but that all must continue,
completing one another until the end of his life.

Collected Works of the Mother, volume 12, p. 9
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8. BLOSSOMING IN JOY

True education must reveal what is already present in the
developing beings and make it blossom. Just as flowers blossom in
the sun, children blossom in joy. It goes without saying that joy does
not mean weakness, disorder and confusion. But a luminous
kindliness which encourages the good and does not severely insist
on the bad. Grace is always much closer to Truth than justice.

Collected Works of the Mother, volume 12, p. 333
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9. A YOUTH THAT NEVER AGES

Auroville has been created for those who want to progress, their
own progress. This is written for each one; each one is concerned

with himself first.
The Mother, 28 December 1972

Progress

Sincerity, humility, perseverance and an insatiable thirst for
progress are essential for a happy and fruitful life, and above all,
to be convinced that the possibility of progress is limitless.
Progress is youth; one can be young at a hundred years.

Mother’s Agenda, 14 January 1972

School is just a preparation to make the students capable of thinking,
studying, progressing and becoming intelligent if they can—all that
must be done during the entire life and not only in school.

Collected Works of the Mother, volume 12, p. 177
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THE CRADLE OF A NEW WORLD

10, 2 [H

FAHIHES 1 RER NG I —— NSRRI B PR, &
NI, SEEUEAA SR RLO R O RS et HE
AR B O R IR —FEEA N B, — DR 5K
5, b9 MTEREIRIER, AMAERAIMNAE, T HAESME
NS A I P B Y R SE S A 22 [ 2

EH o P A, (MENER)
(EF) « BB EAE G AE) $21-2245879 1

10. A KINGDOM OF GOD

The dynamic side of the spiritual urge has not been absent,— the
aspiration to a spiritual mastery and mutation of Nature, to a
spiritual perfection of the being, a divinisation of the mind, the
heart and the very body: there has even been the dream or a
psychic prevision of a fulfilment exceeding the individual
transformation, a new earth and heaven, a city of God, a divine
descent upon earth, a reign of the spiritually perfect, a kingdom
of God not only within us but outside, in a collective human life.

The Life Divine - CWSA, vol. 21-22, p. 879
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The Divine we seek is not far away and beyond reach: He lies at the
very core of His creation and what He expects from us is to find
Him and, through personal transformation, become capable of
knowing Him, uniting with Him, and finally manifesting Him
consciously.

Mother’s Agenda, 30 March 1972

20

11, B ZAARRAIR

QR 2 R A 1 nsd e O L SRR B I Bk o Xt JS
WA IR AR AR NFTR, Ttk — 22 1. D ANHL
ZUFNIE H R AR ERAEKFER IR 5, 382 O BN S A= 1) SE 4 10

B TAE . )
(BESRIERES) , 1972482 H1H

11. A BRIDGE BETWEEN
THE PAST AND THE FUTURE

Auroville is intended to hasten the advent of the supramental
reality upon earth. The help of all those who find that the world is
not what it ought to be is welcome. Each one must know if he
wants to associate himself with an old world on the verge of
death, or to work for a new and better world ready to be born.

Mother’s Agenda, 1 February 1972
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12. THE CRADLE OF A NEW WORLD

We are now witnessing the birth of a new world; it is very
young, very weak—not in its essence but in its outer
manifestation—not yet recognised, not even felt, denied by the
majority. But it is here. It is here, making an effort to grow,
absolutely sure of the result. But the road to it is a completely
new road which has never before been traced out—nobody has

22

gone there, nobody has done that! It is a beginning, a universal
beginning. So, it is an absolutely unexpected and unpredictable
adventure. There are people who love adventure. It is these I
call, and I tell them this: “I invite you to the great adventure.” It
is not a question of repeating spiritually what others have done
before us, for our adventure begins beyond that. It is a question
of a new creation, entirely new, with all the unforeseen events,
the risks, the hazards it entails—a real adventure, whose goal is
certain victory, but the road to which is unknown and must be
traced out step by step in the unexplored. Something that has
never been in this present universe and that will never be again
in the same way. If that interests you... well, let us embark. What
will happen to you tomorrow—I have no idea. One must put
aside all that has been foreseen, all that has been devised, all that
has been constructed, and then... set off walking into the
unknown. And—come what may!

Collected Works of the Mother, volume 9, p. 151-152
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13. A CENTRE OF ACCELERATED EVOLUTION

For millennia, we have been developing outer means, outer
instruments, outer techniques of living—and finally those means
and techniques are crushing us. The sign of the new humanity is
a reversal in the standpoint, and the understanding that inner
knowledge and inner technique can change the world and master
it without crushing it. Auroville is the place where this new way
of living is being worked out, it is a center of accelerated
evolution where man must begin to change his world through the
power of the inner spirit.

Mother's Agenda, 3 August 1968

IV. AKX KF HUMAN UNITY
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14. PEACE AND HARMONY

The aims of Auroville

Auroville wants to be a universal town where men and women of
all countries are able to live in peace and progressive harmony,
above all creeds, all politics and all nationalities. The purpose of
Auroville is to realise human unity.

The Mother, 8 September 1965, CWM, volume 13, p. 188

*

Auroville wants to be the first realisation of human unity based
on the teaching of Sri Aurobindo.
The Mother, 1972
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15. AN EFFECTIVE HUMAN UNITY

The progress of Life involves the development and interlocking
of an immense number of things that are in conflict with each
other and seem often to be absolute oppositions and contraries.
To find amid these oppositions some principle or standing-ground
of unity, some workable lever of reconciliation which will make
possible a larger and better development on a basis of harmony
and not of conflict and struggle, must be increasingly the
common aim of humanity in its active life-evolution, if it at all
means to rise out of life’s more confused, painful and obscure
movement, out of the compromises made by Nature with the
ignorance of the Life-mind and the nescience of Matter. This can
only be truly and satisfactorily done when the soul discovers
itself in its highest and completest spiritual reality and effects a
progressive upward transformation of its life-values into those of
the spirit...

Sri Aurobindo, The Human Cycle - CWSA, vol. 25, p. 213-214

29



16+ PiFp i)

FEBCE NSRBI ZE i, IR AAAEE R R, EATE
UM B, SEMIN HAHE AN TS, AR URASRERE . 25— PP iR (8
SEREEY, XA REHENNRME LG . J1— R R P
AREDHRE BN NIBIT, RN ZEIEFAFE DA A Hit
B o X P E R AR S AL B . FRATT RO R I SO TR A
JITEA B 1, OSSR EE D A KD R BARAE . A
REUS SCELS 2 AT, B A BAARAK TSI — Rk, Hik, &
TR B —FhT77%, ARX A EEE AT AT A

CRESEAE T AEY 21275 5539-40T1

16. THE TWO TENDENCIES

In this effort to improve human conditions, there have always
been two tendencies, which seem to be contrary but which ought
to complement each other so that progress may be achieved. The
first advocates a collective reorganisation, something which
could lead to the effective unity of mankind. The other declares
that all progress is made first by the individual and insists that the
individual should be given the conditions in which he can
progress freely. Both are equally true and necessary, and our
effort should be directed along both these lines at once. For
collective progress and individual progress are interdependent.
Before the individual can take a leap forward, at least a little of
the preceding progress must have been realised in the collectivity.
A way must therefore be found so that these two types of
progress may proceed side by side.

Collected Works of the Mother, volume 12, p. 39-40
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17. THE TRUE SPIRIT OF AUROVILLE

The true spirit of Auroville is collaboration and must be more
and more so. True collaboration paves the way to divinity.

The Mother, 22 October1972

I see all kinds of very amusing things pass by; just now, this
reflection: “Ah, it’s a Tower of Babel in reverse.” (Mother laughs)
That’s interesting! They united and divided in the construction, so
now, they come together to unite in the construction. That’s it: a

Tower of Babel ... in reverse!
Mother’s Agenda, 21 September 1966

Q.: What is the right way of achieving lasting world unity?

To realise the consciousness of the ONE.
The Mother, 13 October 1965, CWM, volume 15, p. 61
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The dot at the centre represents Unity, the Supreme;

The inner circle represents the creation, the conception of the City;
The petals represent the power of expression, realisation.

The Mother - 16 August 1971
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Auroville Will Be

You say that Auroville is a dream. Yes, it is a “dream” of the
Lord and generally these “dreams” turn out to be #rue—much
more true than the human so-called realities!

The Mother - 20 May 1966
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19. A DREAM

There should be somewhere upon earth a place that no nation could
claim as its own, a place where every human being of goodwill, sincere
in his aspiration, could live freely as a citizen of the world, obeying one
single authority, that of the supreme Truth; a place of peace, concord,
harmony, where all the fighting instincts of man would be used
exclusively to conquer the causes of his sufferings and miseries, to
surmount his weakness and ignorance, to triumph over his limitations
and incapacities; a place where the needs of the spirit and the concern
for progress would take precedence over the satisfaction of desires and
passions, the search for pleasures and material enjoyment.

In this place, children would be able to grow and develop integrally
without losing contact with their souls; education would be given not with
a view to passing examinations or obtaining certificates and posts, but to
enrich one’s existing faculties and bring forth new ones.

In this place, titles and positions would be replaced by opportunities to
serve and organize; everyone’s bodily needs would be provided for
equally, and in the general organization, intellectual, moral and spiritual
superiority would be expressed not by increased pleasures and powers in
life, but by greater duties and responsibilities. Beauty in all its art forms —
painting, sculpture, music, literature — would be accessible to all equally,
the ability to share in the joys it brings being limited solely by one’s
capacities and not by social or financial position.

For in this ideal place money would no longer be the sovereign lord;
individual worth would have a far greater importance than that of material
wealth and social position.

There, work would not be for earning one’s living, but the means to
express oneself and develop one’s capacities and possibilities, while at the
same time being of service to the group as a whole, which would in turn
provide for everyone’s subsistence and field of action.

In short, it would be a place where human relationships, ordinarily based
almost exclusively on competition and strife, would be replaced by
relationships of emulation in trying to do one’s best, of collaboration and
real brotherhood.

The Mother - Mother’s Agenda, 18 January 1964
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20 ZEHZ A AR
THE AUROVILLE GALAXY

B« SR, BERAER R IR R TR A

The Galaxy Plan designed by Roger Anger
and approved by The Mother

HIRESR et A ZR B 2 T L 1
BENANXER: FHisX. X EEX. TikX

The Four Zones of the City designed by The Mother

5. WA ¢ Bit(Roger Anger, 1923-2008): B} 45 & (W] 2 3 2% £ ¢
(Matrimandir) A3k X K1 15 A i AR
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21. AUROVILLE BRIEF HISTORY

At the inauguration ceremony of Auroville on 28" February 1968,
representatives of 124 countries and 23 Indian States placed a
handful of earth from their homelands in a lotus-shaped urn at the
centre of the future township, in a symbolic gesture of human unity.

Once a barren plateau of largely red earth, thanks to the untiring
tree-planting efforts of the first pioneers, Auroville has been
transformed into a lush green landscape in which a city is
progressively beginning to take shape, radiating out from its
centre, the Matrimandir, into four zones—the International,
Cultural, Residential and Industrial—each focusing on an
important aspect of community life. A Green Belt will surround
the entire city area.

Auroville is an expanding community of about 2,800 permanent
residents from India and some 55 other countries, as well as a
moving population of volunteers and interns, spread over a
hundred scattered settlements and a fast growing residential zone.
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The residents are engaged in a wide range of activities, including
research into a cashless economy, environmental regeneration,
organic farming, renewable energy, appropriate building
technology, village development, handicrafts and small-scale
industries, health care, education, cross-cultural communication
andmany other fields.

A major source of employment for the 60,000 inhabitants of the
local villages, Auroville works closely with them to improve their
infrastructure and provide education and health care.

In 1988, the Government of India passed the Auroville
Foundation Act “with a view to making long-term arrangements
for the better management and further development of Auroville
in accordance with its Charter.”

Since then, Auroville has continued to experiment and carry out
research in different fields so that it may, one day, become “the
city the earth needs”.
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22. PROGRAMME

Greetings from Auroville to all men of good will.
Are invited to Auroville all those who thirst for progress
and aspire to a higher and truer life.

Mother’s Agenda - 28 February 1968

*

PROGRAMME
Research through experience of the
Supreme Truth.

A life divine
but NO RELIGIONS.
Mother’s Agenda - 2 May 1970

*

AUROVILLE
the City at the service of Truth

47



23, HZ

A)

] SRR EAE W] 2 W A AR BUR L2 ?

WAER - DEBRE L HERER. HIEASSHRE. A
MR FH RBAAA, BRMALE CRERE, TAZE EM
TFE R AR ——mt 2 XA AR

Nk, —ANANBOE H OO RIEESLESS, ZHG1; JF

H, /NERAIBUBFN G i 5 2005 2K o B
BESET 19724212 1 28 H itk

TERLBHZ I, WA ARE TN — DGR EARI 2,
CEEERIWESEY , 19704E5 7 13H

X TR AR EAR DG AN A TR W 2 S 5 RN,

B 2 e FRAR 2 M
(BB , 19695E9H 20H

8. ZFI « BB BN FIRESE i (14 R 30474 (psychic being) /i WFERI R B, RIE, HIEMEH
£ IR G e, AR IR, AR RESC I A O, Sl AR ARG, OF
RAEPUREE, HNME, AT B, a0, AR 23 (desire-soul), A
O B DL AP AR A

48

23. ORGANISATION

What political organisation do you want for Auroville?

An amusing definition occurs to me: a divine anarchy. But the
world will not understand. Men must become conscious of their
psychic being and organise themselves spontaneously, without
fixed rules and laws—that is the ideal.

For this, one must be in contact with one’s psychic being, one
must be guided by it and the ego’s authority and influence must
disappear. The Mother, 28 December 1972

In Auroville, nothing belongs to anyone in particular.
All is a collective property.

Mother’s Agenda - 13 May 1970

Auroville is the ideal place for those who want to know the joy
and liberation of not having any more personal possession.

Mother's Agenda - 20 September 1969
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1. The first necessity is the inner discovery so as to find out what
one truly is behind all social, moral, cultural, racial and heredi-
tary appearances.

In the center there is a free being, vast and knowing, which
awaits our discovery and must become the acting center of our
being and our life in Auroville.

2. One lives in Auroville to be free from moral and social conven-
tions; but that freedom must not be a new slavery to the ego, its
desires and ambitions. The fulfilment of desire bars the road to the
inner discovery, which can only take place in the peace and
transparency of perfect disinterestedness.

3. The Aurovilian must free himself from the sense of personal
possession. For our transition in the material world, what is
indispensable to our life and action is put at our disposal accord-
ing to the place we are to occupy. The more we are CON-
SCIOUSLY in contact with our inner being, the more the exact
means are given to us.
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4. Work, even manual work, is indispensable to the inner
discovery. If one does not work, if one does not put one’s
consciousness into matter, it will never develop. To let
consciousness organize some matter through ones body is very
good. To put things in order around oneself helps to put things in
order in oneself.

One should organize one’s life not according to external and
artificial rules, but according to an organized inner consciousness,
because if one leaves life alone without imposing on it the control
of a higher consciousness, it becomes hazy and inexpressive. It
means wasting one’s time, in the sense that matter remains without
conscious utilization.

5. The whole earth must prepare for the advent of the new
species, and Auroville wants to consciously work to hasten that
advent.

6. What this new species is to be will be progressively revealed
to us. In the meanwhile, the best way is to consecrate oneself

entirely to the Divine.
Mother’s Agenda - 3, 6 & 13 June 1970
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We must “be” in all sincerity. What the Divine wants — let it be.
That’s all. If we can be that, then we are as we ought to be, and
THAT is what we must become. For the rest... for all the rest, we
do the best we can. I know it’s not easy, but we are not here to
do easy things; the whole world is there for those who like an
easy life. I would like people to feel that coming to Auroville
does not mean coming to an easy life — it means coming to a
gigantic effort for progress... As it is now, all those who want an
easy life and to do what they please as they please, say, “Let’s
go to Auroville!” It should be just the opposite. People should
know that coming to Auroville means an almost superhuman

effort for progress.
Mother’s Agenda - 4 April 1972
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Now is the time to be heroic. Heroism is not what people say, it
is to be completely united—and the divine help will always be
with those who have, in all sincerity, resolved to be heroic. You
are here now, I mean on earth, because you once chose to
be—you don’t remember it, but / know; that’s why you are here.
Well, you must stand up to the task. You must make an effort,
you must conquer pettiness and limitations, and above all tell the
ego: your time is over. We want a race without ego, with the
divine consciousness in place of the ego. That’s what we want:
the divine consciousness, which will enable the race to develop
and the supramental being to be born.

Mother’s Agenda, 2 April 1972

56

FOREH I 4e 7T

A RIEFEAM R e, —EDIAAS CER)
Pt e Ot o JFH, RIS AHOEREIT: &
WE RO BA MR, ] AR MEE... MG,

BN -
BESET-19704E7 F 11 O Hik

AUROVILLE'S FLOWER

But I DELIBERATELY chose it as Auroville’s flower, for that
reason (its colour which is gold with pink). And my impression
is that this is the supra-mental color: when I see beings from the
supramental, they have... not quite this color... It’s not like a

flower, it’s like flesh.
Mother’s Agenda, 11 July 1970
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Auroville Will Be
You say that Auroville is a dream.

Yes, it is a “dream” of the Lord and
generally these “dreams” turn out to be true—
much more true
than the human so-called realities!
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